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PRESS RELEASE

For his second exhibition at Galerie La Forest Divonne in Paris, Patrice Giorda presents a
series of new paintings, once again marked by the strong contrasting light that defines his
work, achieved through his expressive, vibrant colors and energetic brushwork.

Born in Lyon in 1952, Giorda lives and works in his native city. After graduating from the
Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Lyon in the late 1970s, he began exhibiting quickly in galleries
such as Galerie Templon in Paris, as well as in many French and international institutions
(including the MoMA in New York in 1984, in the exhibition “Eight French Painters”). His
works are part of France’s most significant national collections, notably those of the Centre
Pompidou and the CNAP.

Giorda’s paintings are generous: sometimes applied in thick, Fauvist-like layers, other times in
translucent washes to create a new space on the canvas.

The artist engages in a true struggle while painting, working with relentless intensity and at
times squeezing color directly from the tube onto the canvas.

His recent works explore several themes: the island of Torcello in Venice, Lyon’s Parc de la Téte
d’Or in the series “Paradis Perdu”, the tumultuous meeting of the Rhone and Saone rivers,
as well as grand irises and baskets of lemons (subjects he has studied repeatedly). Giorda
summons all colors of the spectrum, and add that flaming yellow so typical of his palette.

Giorda explains.

“Manipulating light through color is what enables me to create space, spaces in which | can breathe...
light is born when color ceases to exist and becomes space,”

Bridging the real and the sacred, the ancient and the contemporary, always bathed in radiant
light, Giorda’s works possess an aura that evokes emotion and visual impact.

He adds:

“I don’t want to represent a subject, | want to live an adventure in painting, because it fascinates me as a
means of expression not as a technique to reproduce a subject.”

Titian, Caravaggio, Veronese, and Velazquez have been Giorda’s masters. Now, as figurative and
“en plein air” painting makes a strong comeback, Giorda stands out as a forerunner recalling
that in the 1980s many thought painting was dead. Today, he invites us to continually renew
our perspective on the eternal and powerful message of painting.

Since 2023, Galerie La Forest Divonne has represented Patrice Giorda’s work in Paris and
Brussels.
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