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Jusepe de Ribera, Apollon et Marsyas, 1637
Naples, Museo e Real Bosco di Capodimonte



1. COMMUNIQUE DE PRESSE

Tinka Pittoors

Marsyas and me
12.09 - 02.11.2024

Galerie La Forest Divonne Brussels is delighted to present Marsyas and me, a solo exhibition
by Tinka Pittoors from Sept. 12 to Nov. 2, 2024. For this second exhibition under the gallery’s
glass Art Deco roof, the Antwerp-based sculptor will present new glazed ceramic sculptures in
intriguing, organic forms inspired by the myth of Marsyas.

The myth of Marsyas relates a conflict of pride between Apollo, the celestial god, and Marsyas,
a satyr with the torso of a man and the feet of a goat. The arrogant Marsyas claims he can
challenge the god of music to a duel to determine which of them plays the most beautiful
music. Apollo is victorious and decides to flay the satyr alive to punish him for his excess, then
nail his skin to a tree. The painting Apollo and Marsyas by Juseppe di Ribera (Naples, Museo e
Real Bosco di Capodimonte) was the inspiration for Tinka Pittoors’ new exhibition.

For Tinka Pittoors, a third protagonist appears in Juseppe di Ribera’s painting: the tree
from which the satyr hangs. It is from this trunk, and its intertwining with Marsyas, that the
sculptor’s work here takes its shape. Indeed, Tinka Pittoors also feels a sense of solidarity with
nature, whose infinite wealth of shapes and colors never ceases to inspire her. Pittoors has
long worked in Epoxy resin, but lately her work has focused almost exclusively on ceramics. It
is this technique that will be the main focus of her new exhibition at the gallery. The earth from
which everything emerges, and on which everything rests, has thus become her medium, while
nature remains her inspiration. So much beauty springs from it, and so much anxiety too, in
these anthropocene times.

This exhibition follows Daphne and me, presented at the gallery in 2019. In that exhibition, the
Antwerp-based artist explored the mythological character of Daphne, who transforms herself
intoalaurel tree in order to escape the pursuit of Apollo. Pittoors, once again, draws inspiration
from a founding myth that develops two powerful, contradictory themes: one by which the
artist escapes his mortal condition through creative inspiration and the quest for beauty, the
other by which he identifies with ephemeral, fragile nature, through his body and sensibility.
Marsyas is punished for trying to equal Appolon through music, and ends up chained to a
tested Nature to which his destiny is inextricably linked.

The Marsys and me exhibition is part of RENDEZ-VOUS, the new Brusseles Gallery Weekend
running from September 12 to 15, including Sunday.



2. TINKA PITTOORS

Born in 1977 in Braschaat, Tinka Pittoors lives and works in Antwerp.

She creates baroque, colorful structures in epoxy and ceramic, often mixed with everyday
objects. Her work combines the obvious joy of color with the extravagance of form, plunging
the viewer into a dreamlike world where fantasy coexists with humor, somewhere between Art
Brut and Belgian Surrealism. The disruptive world of Alice in Wonderland also comes to mind,
for atmosphere, while Niki de Saint Phalle is an interesting reference for these surprising
sculptures in bright colors, with a touch of naiveté, that convey a deep sensitivity to the issues
of our time.

Tinka Pittoors has exhibited at the MUKHA in Antwerp, the SMAK in Ghent, the M Museum
in Leuven, the Sydney Biennial. In 2021, the Domaine de Seneffe devoted a major retrospective
to her.

Galerie La Forest Divonne has exhibited her work in Brussels, Paris, at the Art Brussels fair and
at the Art Antwerp fair.

Tinka Pittoors in her studio,
= June 26,2024




Tinka Pittoors by Carine Foll

Meeting Tinka Pittoors inevitably fills you with a sense of joy. Her floral dresses, the ankle
boots in iridescent colours, and the smile on her face or a hearty laugh.... Tinka shines, her
sweet presence makes us feel happy and contented.

Tinka and her brightly-couloured works remind us of a lush landscape in spring. The aesthic of
her compositions, at the intersection of painting, sculpture and assemblage and which can feel
borderline kitsch at times, transcend the mere evocation of nature. The organic and etangled
shapes that sinuously work their way into her objects or the monumental structures that are
imprisoned under glass bells symbolise the tension between spontaneous and manufactured
nature, between wild and restrained nature. Like lvy, which invades everthing and which is both
free and rooted in soil, the artist visualises a state of being. She reveals our limits to us, forcing
us to be aware of our existence on this earth, in this society, and the cultural and institutional
shackles we wear.

But Tinka Pittoors does not stop there. She gives us the opportunity to escape and break
free from this reality. By freeing herself from the grip of the representation of nature, she has
succeeded in creating a unique imaginary territory, that can be defined as the syncretism of
the vegetal and the cerebral. Metaphorically speaking, the artist has triggered a subtle shift in
meaning, whereby the twisted vessels of these organic shapes are similar to the twisted visual
map of our cerebral cortex. In so doing, she overturns the paradigm, activating previously
untapped areas of sensitivity inour brain, Like Alicein Wonderland, we are plunged into another
headspace, beyond perception, that allows us to access another sentience of existence. It is
in this tenuous balance between control and loss of control, between mastery and freedom,
that she carves out an opening into her - and by rebound - our imagination. This openingis an
experience that requires a different approach to time and to oneself: based on discovery and
surprise, taking a step back as awareness grows. The transition, from the completion of the
work from multiple perspectives, relying on their own sensitivity for guidance.

Among other things, Tinka Pittoors forces us to face our fragility, highlighting the fissure that
we all carry within us. Its revelation, much like an opening through which the lights falls in,
allows us to surpass ourselves.

Like Tumbleweed (the title of another series of works) - the wild weeds that dance across the
plains, lifted by the wind, only to take root hundreds of kilometres further - Tinka Pittoors’s
imagination is constantly unfolding and regenerating.

The work and the artist become one: untameable and free, joyful, fragile and so genuinely

authentic.

Carine Foll, Tinka Pittoors, «Les voyageurs», Ander-zijds Edition, 2021, p.32



Tinka Pittoors, Excruciating gentleness, glazed ceramics, epoxy, pigments, varnish, 50 x 50 x 50 cm, 2024



Tinka Pittoors, Midnight gardening, glazed ceramics, epoxy, pigments, varnish, 40 x 60 x 40 cm, 2024

Tinka Pittoors, Busy Lips, glazed ceramics, epoxy, pigments varnish goldleaf, 30 x 45 x 55 cm, 2024



Tinka Pittoors, LIndicible, glazed ceramics, epoxy, pigments, varnish, 60 x 70 x 50 cm, 2024

Tinka Pittoors, Midnight Lover, glazed Ceramics,epoxy, pigments, 60 x 60 x 60 cm, 2023



Tinka Pittoors, Starring Marsyas, glazed ceramics, epoxy, pighents, varnish, 95 x 50 x 50 cm, 2024
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GROUP EXHIBITION
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M(N)onsens, Mons 2015, BAM, Mons
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2014 Provinciale prijs, Antwerpen
Zomeratelier, CBK Zeeland, Middelburg, NL
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You imagine what you desire, 19th Biennale of Sydney, curated by Juliana Engberg,
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2013 Dysideological Diplomacy - edition for <H>art, with Gert Robijns
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2009 ERROR#13, cultuurcentrum Brugge, Hallen Belfort, selection by Ria Van Landeghem
Cabin Fever, Monumental, Bornem
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In Flux, curated by Michel de Wilde, Bram
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Tinka Pittoors, Dutch Blues, glazed ceramics, 30 x 50 x 50 cm, 2024
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4. PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Tinka Pittoors - Marsyas and me

Exhibition
September 12 to November 2, 2024

Opening
Thursday, September 12, from 5pm to 9pm, in the artist’s presence

Galerie La Forest Divonne Bruxelles

66 Rue de I'Hotel des Monnaies, 1060 Bruxelles
mardi - samedi 11Th-19h
www.galerielaforestdivonne.com

Rendez-vous, the new Brussels Gallery Weekend
September 12 to 15, 2024

PRESS CONTACT
Virginie Luel

v.luel@galerielaforestdivonne.com - +32 478 49 95 97
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Tinka Pittoors, Want to buy some lllusions, Place de Furstemberg, glazed ceramics, epoxy, pigments, varnish, wood,
70 x40 x40 cm, 2024



