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1. PRESS RELEASE

Galerie La Forest Divonne - Paris
Jeff Kowatch - Breath
February the 3rd to March the 26th, 2022

After the success of its exhibition at the Brussels Gallery, the Galerie La Forest Divonne
Paris exhibits the recent works of the American painter Jeff Kowatch
From February the 3rd to March the 26th, 2022,

This new exhibition will be an opportunity for the Parisian public to discover the new
technique recently developed by Kowatch: the oil stick on Dibond: large gestural formats
with very bright colors, full pendants energy to its beautiful meditative glazes painted with
oil on canvas.

Jeff Kowatch practiced Zen meditation four hours a day for more than 20 years, looking for
astate that could translate as the point perfect balance, between man and his environment,
and between his aspirations sometimes contradictory. This balance is manifested in his
works, between the colors and shapes, motionless and moving: a fragile and magnificent
moment, point of completion of the work, after the infinite time that Kowatch devotes
to it: up to three years of work for some paintings. Day after day, month after month, Jeff
Kowatch overperposes the color layers on the support, in a perpetually repeated circular
gesture, which leads over time to extraordinary materials: smooth and wadded for glazes
on canvas, thick and organic for the «drawings» on Dibond.

Jeff Kowatch, born in California in 1965, moved to Belgium 15 years ago after working in
New York.

He develops a colorist painting marked by the great abstract from Mark Rothko to Brice
Marden and, for the technical Flemish painters, Rembrandt in particular, whose recipes
he reclaimed of linseed oil, which give its paint such a special effect of depth and of
transparency, specific to northern glazes.

Toachievetheseextraordinaryglazes, Kowatchtakesarecipeespecially used by Rembrandt:
he oxidizes the linseed oil on his roof for months, until it becomes syrupy like honey,
conferring to its webs this quite fascinating waxed appearance.

The Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium, recently acquired Christ leaving Brussels
(2016, oil on canvas, 253x432cm), an echo to The Entrance of Christ in Brussels, by James

Ensor, preserved at the Getty de Los Angeles.

Again, Europe in America, and America in Europe. 2



2. EDITORIAL

«Jeff Kowatch aspires to a as demanding as original research: that of the music of the
world. Sometimes thunderous and ferocious; sometimes delicate in its polyphonies. A
world of light that evokes both the late Monet and its fairy waterlilies as well as the Rothko
mystical that unravels in its fields of pure colors the diversity of a world dedicated to

only spiritual>.

Michel Draguet,
General directeur of Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium

3 Canson Quintet in Red Flat, 2019, oil Bar on Dibond, 120x100cm



3. BIOGRAPHY OF JEFF KOWATCH

Jeff Kowatch moved to Belgium 15 years ago

after working in New York for about ten years
years. He develops a colorist painting marked

e by the great American abstract, by Mark Rothko
to Brice Marden and, for the technique, by the
Flemish painters, Rembrandt in particular, whose
has reappropriated the recipes of linseed oil, which
gives to its painting a particular effect of depth and transparency, specific to the glazes
of the North.

PERSONAL EXHIBITIONS

2021 Man Jok, Galerie La Forest Divonne, Galerie Faider, Espace ODRADEK, Brussels
2019 Expo Chicago, Galerie La Forest Divonne, Chicago, lllinois

Art on Papier, Galerie La Forest Divonne, Brussels

2018 Jeff Kowatch, Full Circle, Galerie La Forest Divonne and Galerie Faider, Brussels,
Belgium

Jeff Kowatch, NegenPuntNegen Gallery, Roeselare

2016 « Apocalyptic Carnival », Galerie Faider, Brussels, Belgium « Schilderijen »,
NegenPuntNegen Gallery, Roeselare « Circus », Galerie La Forest Divonne, Paris
2015 « The Belgium Odyssey Paintings », Absolute Art Gallery, Knokke, Belgium
2014 « The Belgium Odyssey Paintings» , Galerie Faider, Brussels,

« The Belgium Odyssey Paintings» , NegenPuntNegen Gallery, Roeselare, Belgium
2013 «...and out of Chaos came Color », Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris

« Recent Paintings » , Absolute Art Gallery, Knokke, Belgium

2012 « New Works », Galerie Faider, Brussels, Belgium

2011 « Don Quixote in Vlaanderen », NegenPuntNegen Gallery, Roeselare, Belgium
« Works on paper », Art on Paper, The White Hotel, Brussels, Belgium

« Don Quixote in Amsterdam », Muziekgebouw aan ‘t I), Amsterdam

2009 « Don Quixote part 1», Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris

« Stratus Mountainous Cumulus », NegenPuntNegen Gallery, Roeselare, Belgium
H.U.B. at the US State Department of Brussels, Belgium

2006 « Stratus Mountainous Cumulus », Earl McGrath Gallery, Los Angeles

2004 « Untitled », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

2003 « Thou Shalt », Jeff Bailey Gallery, New York

« Salome Series », Earl McGrath Gallery, Los Angeles



2001 « Salome Series », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

« Works on paper from the Salomé series », Paul Sharpe Fine Art, New York
1998 « BVM Series », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

1997 « Apostles », Union Theological Seminary, New York

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2019 Art Paris Art Fair, Galerie La Forest Divonne, Paris

2017 Connected stories, , Absolute Art Gallery, Knokke, Belgium Geste, Galerie La
Forest Divonne, Paris

« Dialoog / Dialogue » Jeff Kowatch + Pierre Alechinsky + Bram Bogart, NegenPunt-
Negen

Gallery, Roeselare, Belgium

2016 Passions partagées, Galerie La Forest Divonne, Bruxelles

L'Art pour I'Accueil, Galerie Pierre Bergé & Associés, Belgium

2015 Pascal Courcelles & Jeff Kowatch, NegenPuntNegen Gallery, Roeselare, Belgium
Art Paris, Art Fair, Inauguration, Galerie Marie Hélene de La Forest Divonne,

Paris L'Art pour I'’Accueil, Galerie Pierre Bergé & Associés, Belgium

2014 7enl14, Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris

Summer-Expo, Absolute Art Gallery, Knokke

2013 PAN, Amsterdam, The Netherlands Winter-Expo, Absolute Art Gallery, Knokke
2012 Art Paris, Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris

2011 Papier, Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris LArt pour ’Accueil, Galerie Pierre Bergé
& Associés, Belgium

2010 « Water, Wind, Wandelen », Centrum Ysara, Nieuwpoort, Belgium

2009 « Le dessin a l'oeuvre », Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris Art Paris, Galerie Vieille
du Temple, Paris

2008 « 20 ans et plus », Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris « Honorons Honoré », De Ga-
rage, Mechelen, Belgium

2005 Winter Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

« Work on Paper », Earl McGrath Gallery, Los Angeles

Spring Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, Los Angeles

« Fall Group Show », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

« Untitled », Galerie Kusseneers, Antwerp, Belgium

2008 « 20 ans et plus », Galerie Vieille du Temple, Paris « Honorons Honoré », De Ga-
rage, Mechelen, Belgium

2005 Winter Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

« Work on Paper », Earl McGrath Gallery, Los Angeles

Spring Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, Los Angeles

« Fall Group Show », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

« Untitled », Galerie Kusseneers, Antwerp, Belgium

2003 « Jeff Kowatch and Vincenzo Amato », Earl McGrath Gallery,

LA Selected Prints, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

Summer Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

Winter Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

2000 Paul SharpeFine Art, New York,

« Paper », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

Summer Group Show, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

1998 « Stocking Stuffers », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

Summer Group Show, Parts | &Il, Earl McGrath Gallery, New York

1995 John Thomas Gallery, Santa Monica, CA



1998 « Stocking Stuffers », Earl McGrath Gallery, New York
Summer Group Show, Parts | &1, Earl McGrath Gallery,
New York 1995 John Thomas Gallery, Santa Monica, CA
1994 Laguna Art Museum,

Laguna Beach, CA

« 1010 Small Works », New Gallery, Santa Monica, CA Robert Art Gallery, LA
1993 « Art in Bloom », Long Beach Museum of Art, LA,

Los Angeles County Museum of Art, LA

1992 Earl McGrath Gallery, LA

1990 Installation One, LA

1989 Zero One Gallery, LA

PUBLIC COLLECTIONS

Musées royaux des Beaux-Arts de Belgique, BE
Long Beach Museum of Art, Long Beach, CA
Laguna Art Museum, Laguna Beach, CA

Union Theological Seminary, New York, USA

Rome in July, 2021, Oil on Canvas, 170x210cm



5. PRACTICAL INFORMATIONS

Breath - Jeff Kowatch
From February 3 to March 26, 2022

Galerie La Forest Divonne

12 rue des Beaux-Arts

Tuesday - Saturday Tlam-7pm
www.galerielaforestdivonne.com

CONTACT PRESSE

Virginie Boissiere - virginie.boissiere@galerielaforestdivonne.com - + 33 (0)6 74 49 35 83
paris@galerielaforestdivonne.com - + 33 (0)140 29 97 52

Painters atelier view 7



