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La Galerie Vieille du Temple, founded in 1988 by Marie-Hélene de La Forest Divonne, has
been collaborating closely with Alexandre Hollan since 1994.

Following a series of exhibitions in his name at, Musée des Beaux-Arts de Budapest, Musée
Fabre de Montpellier, Domaine de Kerguehennec and Chateau de Chambord, Marie-Heléne
de La Forest Divonne is proud to present the new exposition of Alexandre Hollan at la
Galerie Vieille du Temple, running from March the 6" to May the 3", 2014.

The exposition will reunite his Trees and his Still Lives. Always growing in his search for
understanding, Alexandre Hollan captures the vibrant energy of the tree in a novel way
through the modulation of color. As Pierre Wat describes him, “He attempts to give a shape
to his lack of control over the world.”

“... Art at its greatest is the transmutation of sight at its most basic into something that
creates life. And, whereas a painting today works dangerously indirectly to be perceptive,
Hollan is one of those just few thanks to whom a piece of the infinite still permeates the
branches, still shines in the water of its sources. For looking is, to him, to join this point in the
midst of what he sees, thus the proper being of the object, this existence, rushes forward,
unites with its visible figure, and blesses it with radiance: it is to perceive that which is
formless and empty, immersed in water before the creation of light, as is the case with
childhood memories, or the locations one imagines from reading great poetry like
Wordsworth or Nerval.

Thus, these admirable blacks and grays with which Hollan created great figures of trees
which pass their summers furthering their wisdom as an oratory which would have no need
to recognize or signify the divine as any infinite thing. And in these still lives these glows,
more vibration than color- you hear them, primitive sounds, there where sight still hesitates,
it is the idea, “If you wish to see, listen,” from mystic traditions, this irreplaceable precursor
to true painting makes Hollan, in his own way, a painter of icons. He seeks through painting
for a means by which our relationship to transcendence- or immanence if you will- can right
itself, even when words cannot understand it; through which silence of forms the
transfigured appearance can be set down in a new way, for a day, by his hand which
meditates on our shoulder...”

Yves Bonnefoy, Cahier Alexandre Hollan,
Collected Writing by Jean-Yves Pouilloux, William & Co Publishing, 2008, p 89
Translated by Evan Marcey
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Still Life, Acrylic on paper, 38 x 57 cm, 2013
Still Life, Acrylic on paper, 57 x 76 cm, 2013




Languedoc Oak, charcoal on paper, 50 x 65 cm, 2013
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ALEXANDRE HOLLAN

Born in 1933. Lives and works in Paris.
Represented by la Galerie Vieille du Temple since 1994
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