
Arthur Aillaud’s work is built on a back-and-forth of focal points and points of view, as if the 
artist’s eye, like a telephoto lens, alternated between wide angles and close-ups. And in recent 
years, Arthur Aillaud’s enterprise has been an excavation. An excavation of the landscape, from 
the concrete foundations of abandoned building sites, to squares of earth meticulously scraped 
by an archaeologist, patiently unearthing the fragment of an ageless object. Sometimes the 
ground itself becomes the subject of the painting, by translating the flatness of the ground 
onto the studio wall. A brush left on the ground or an excavation ruler alone give scale to this 
image, which could just as well be an immense desert seen from the sky.
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